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O TOP SIGHTS

DRUM TOWER

Dominating the area, the drum tower
dates back to 1272 (although it has
been rebuilt since) and provides a
great view over the surrounding area.
Daily drumming performances are
held hourly from 9.30am to 4.45pm.
(Gulou Dongdajie; [S]Shichahai or Gulou
Dajie)
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BEIJING SHORT LIST
HISTORY BUFFS
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bus (city) RE daba

bus (intercity) Kk changtd che This little-visited, pleasant
plane Tl feiii park was once an important place of worship for China's
taxi e chiizii ché emperors and is home to some superb imperial-era halls.
train KIE hudche Beijing’s finest, containing superbly
tram HE dianche

informative galleries on the evolution of the city.

The place to see some of the
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% ancient treasures, including incredible bronzes.
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FORBIDDEN CITY

Walk in the footsteps of emperors
at this utterly unmissable complex
that contains the best-preserved
collection of ancient architecture
in all of China. ([-/)010 8500 7114;
www.dpm.org.cn; (S]Tian'anmen East or
Tian'anmen West)

GATE OF
HEAVENLY PEACE

First built in the 15th century and
characterised by a giant framed
portrait of Mao Zedong, this double-
eaved gate is a potent national
symbol. Climb up for excellent views
over Tian'anmén Square. (Tian'anmén
Sq; [SITian'anmen East, Tian'anmen West
or Qianmen)

BARGAIN HUNTERS

NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF CHINA

Be&ijing’s premier museum is housed
in an immense 1950s communist-
style building and is well worth
visiting. The Ancient China exhibition
on the basement floor is outstanding.
(Guangchangdongce Lu, Tian'anmén Sq;
[SITian'anmen East, Tian'anmen West)

BEIHAI PARK

Beéijing residents flock to this former
playground of the emperors to kick
back. Go boating on the lake, try the
group dancing, or just watch the
parade of humanity go by. ([SIXisi or
Nanluogu Xiang)

Offers everything

from creepy crawlies and a live aquarium to prehistoric
monsters; book free tickets in advance.

This small free museum

explains the history of the historic Shijia Hutong alleyway.

Enjoy the atmosphere along this
bubbly strip of bars, wi-fi cafes, restaurants and shops.

Great outdoor people
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JINGSHAN PARK

One of the city’s finest parks incor-
porates one of central Bé&ijing's few

hills: a mound created from the earth

excavated to make the Forbidden
City moat. Clamber to the top for a
magnificent panorama of the capital
([S)Nanluoguxiang).

LAMATEMPLE

One of the most magnificent Tibetan
Buddhist monasteries outside of the
Land of Snows. Join the monks and
locals who pray daily at this ornately
decorated one-time imperial palace.
(Yonghegong Dajie; [S!Yonghegong Lama
Temple)

TEMPLE OF HEAVEN
PARK

Marvel at this ultimate expression of
Ming dynasty architecture. It's a sim-
ply stunning complex of temples and
halls loaded with enough symbolic
significance to keep any amateur
necromancer busy for years. (Tiantan
Donglu; [S]Tiantandongmen)

GETTING AROUND

TRANSPORT

Easy to use and the

quickest way to get around Béijing.
Trains run from around 6am to 11pm.

Very cheap but crowded, slow and difficult for

non-Chinese speakers to use.

Cheap, but often snarled in heavy traffic.

Béijing is flat, making cycling easy, although the
roads can be dangerous for cyclists.
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